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UNICEF EARLY  WARNING

• Global Level - Global Tracking; information sharing and 
preparedness guidance to Country Offices 

• Regional Level - Early Warning and Preparedness 
guidance and support to Country Offices

• Country Level – Early Warning and Preparedness 
(internal and with partners-including national and inter- 
agency partners)   



OPSCEN

OPSCEN- 24/7 
• Information and News Services (e.g. News Edge)
• Services subscribe to: Global cloud Map- 

gebweather,  GDACs, Guiweather tropical storms, 
NOAA service weather, Tropical Storm Risk – all of 
which allow live feed into Google Earth
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(The Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - GDACS) Green Tropical 
cyclone alert in Bangladesh, Myanmar, India



Tracking storm (live feed) through Google Earth



Example of Alert to Action
• Cyclone Gonu in 2007- One of the most powerful 

storms in Arabian Peninsula. 
• CO had limited capacity in surveillance and 

preparedness. 
• OPSCEN contacted CO with information collected 

from MET services and informed CO 72 hours before 
event.  Upon OPSCEN alert and follow-up with CO, the 
OIC immediately contacted government counterparts.

• Result: UNICEF and other UN agencies work with 
government in evacuation of 20,000 people in at risk 
areas
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UNICEF Country Programs

DRR programmes including early warning and 
preparedness : 

• Disaster Risk Education(e.g. Madagascar)
• School Early Warning and Preparedness
(e.g. Philippines)
• Recovery Planning( e.g. Myanmar)

UNICEF



Risk Education
Madagascar

• Development of education material
• Training of Trainers of Central-level Ministry of Education 

on disaster risk reduction, Training of Decentralised 
Education Officials, Training of Teachers 

• Simulations 

UNICEF



School EW and 
Preparedness
Philippines

• Youth led mapping of risks and 
disaster preparedness;  school based 
early warning systems(including school
based weather monitoring); use of signals
/alarm bells in evacuation drills.
• Contributing to the strengthening the capacity of the Department of 

Education in disaster risk reduction and preparedness by developing 
DRR (Disaster Risk Reduction) manuals and piloting the training of 
children and teachers on DRR in selected schools
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Training of School Children



Recovery

Myanmar – Post-Nargis 
Recovery and Preparedness 
Plan, Gov of Myanmar with support of the UN system

Main DRR priorities:
• Communities and institutions better able to disseminate and act on 

early warnings, through an ‘end-to-end’ early warning system:
• Local level early warning systems will be strengthened, with multi- 

communication systems (radio, local administration’s 
communication systems, and monastery loudspeakers). 

• Early warning teams at the community level will target the 
protection of the most vulnerable.

• Mock drills organized. 



Way Forward

• Increased programmes with national governments in 
DRR (including early warning)

• Increased focus on risk assessment, including 
vulnerability identification 

• Increased partnerships with stakeholders (eg. NHMS 
services), inter-agency systems (e.g. ISDR Platforms)

• Increased global partnerships (e.g. WMO expert 
group, IASC EWEA group). 
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Conclusion

• People Centered Early Warning- participatory
• Links with national & Inter-agency EW systems- for 

better national response and international response 
to crises.
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